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Does dialogue work with Saudi Arabia when it comes to human rights issues?  

16.06.2022:  After more than two years, the Inter-Parliamentary meeting between the EP and the Shoura 

Council of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia came back on this 15th edition. One of the probably most sensitive 

point to raise was the situation of human rights, and even more the case of 2015 Sakharov Prize laureate 

Raif Badawi, recently released from prison but not completely freed, as he is still forbidden to travel 

outside the Kingdom. As sensitive as it can be, Hannah Neumann, Chair of the EP Delegation for relations 

with the Arab Peninsula, still insisted on the poor record on human rights. Yet, the standard reply on this 

would be that these actions “were made in accordance with the national law”...  

And does a global response work when it comes to authoritarianism?  

08.06.2022: Expanding his battlefield, Venezuelan opposition leader and 2017 Sakharov Prize laureate 

Leopoldo López wants to raise awareness on the threatening growth of autocratic regimes. As a Fellow 

with the Wilson Center, he launched his own project “Facing the Rise of Authoritarianism” which aims to 

examine this global threat. To learn more, here is his interview, just press play! And soon to come: 

Leopoldo López is poised to visit the European Parliament in Brussels in September to present his book 

“Freedom Confined” and share experiences and thoughts on authoritarianism.  

Nadia Murad, a steady voice for the Yazidis  

16.02.2022: When a Turkish drone strike attacked the city of Sinune in Sinjar region of Northern Iraq and 

killed a 12-year-old boy, 2016 Sakharov Prize laureate Nadia Murad  stepped in right away, calling it “an 

act of terrorism”. The Yazidis, who still suffer from many wounds, find themselves again in the middle of 

a political conflict between “larger constellation of entities affiliated with the PKK”, the major target of 

the Turkish government. Nadia wants Sinjaris not to be considered collateral damages, as she calls on the 

Iraqi government and international community to take action “to prevent any further loss of civilian lives”. 

Nadia’s Initiative presents an impressive track record in their Annual Report 2021. Where State 

institutions fail to restore community life, rebuild inclusive schools, and water and sanitation 

infrastructure, Nadia’s Initiative addresses these issues under a holistic approach to help the most 

vulnerable in Sinjar.  

Sooner or later, justice can be done  

21.06.2022: Posthumous 2020 Sakharov Prize finalist Berta Cáceres  is a striking reminder that, despite 

all the violations and all the struggles for our fundamental rights, sometimes hope triumphs and justice is 

done.  Six years after being shot dead in her home for leading protests against the Agua Zarca hydro-
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electric dam project in Honduras, a court ruled that Roberto David Castillo, whose company Desa had 

been awarded the contract, had planned the murder and hired the gunmen. He was sentenced to 22 years 

in jail. Yet, the fight for justice never stops, and both her family and the Council of Popular and Indigenous 

Organisations of Honduras called for further investigations into people associated with Desa, the 

Honduran power company.  

Nathan Law, always in the bull's eye of the Hong Kong authorities 

28.06.2022: "A coward and manipulated pawn who deserves shame and abomination." Here is the 

presentation of Nathan Law, made this month by the Hong Kong authorities, now under Beijing's thumb. 

Truly, he is the youngest person ever to be elected Member of the Hong-Kong Legislative Council, and he 

was a student leader of the Umbrella Movement. Nathan had to flee Hong Kong in 2020 to escape decades 

in prison and is now one of the last courageous voices denouncing political repression in his home city by 

the Chinese Communist Party. A Sakharov fellow in 2021, Nathan Law is currently engaged in twinning 

with MEP Raphael Glucksmann, under the EP Solidarity with Parliamentarians Programme.  

Red line in the sand: putting an end to sexual violence in conflict 

19.06.2022: Considered by the UN as a self-standing threat to collective security, a dedicated International 

Day has been shedding light on sexual violence in conflict since 2015. This year, 2014 Sakharov Prize 

laureate Dr. Denis Mukwege announced a Red Line Initiative, calling all nations to create a legally binding 

international instrument on sexual violence in conflict. What should such an instrument achieve? Evoke a 

clear moral rejection and international outcry when sexual violence is used as a weapon of war; ensure a 

more robust and timely response by States in line with their international obligations; and establish clear 

legal obligations that increase the costs not only for individuals but also for governments if they fail to act.  

Belarus and Ukraine: a common fate  

11.05.2022: Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, the exiled leader of 2020 Sakharov Prize laureate Democratic 

Opposition in Belarus, draws some harrowing comparisons between the outcome of the war in Ukraine 

and the fate of her own nation. "We understand that we must fight for Ukraine now to fight for Belarus 

later," she said in an interview with RFE/RL. "Without a free Ukraine, there cannot be a free Belarus", 

added Tsikhanouskaya whose movement is preparing to open an office in Kyiv. She also pleads for 

sanctions for Belarusian leaders, just as severe as those imposed on Russia, only structured differently.  

The virtual journal of a human rights defender in a Russian high-security prison  

21.06.2022: Via his lawyers, 2021 Sakharov Prize laureate Alexei Navalny  posted a thread on his Twitter 

account describing the conditions in the maximum-security prison he was recently moved to. Barely a 

week in the new prison, he already received a new reprimand, meted out by the discretion of the head of 

the institution. The administration arbitrarily concocts violations, which are then punished, even using 

torture, but should lapse after one year. But days before his previous reprimands were to lapse, and just 

as he was moving to his next prison, Navalny got reprimanded again, on the spurious pretext of not 

wearing correct attire. Difficult as his conditions may be, Navalny loses neither hope nor humour: “if you 

want to live a dangerous life, just wear a T-shirt from time to time”.  
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Monseigneur Michaeel: a powerful voice against religious persecution 

7-8.06.2022: The visit of the Archbishop of Mosul,  2020 Sakharov Prize finalist Monseigneur Najeeb 

Moussa Michaeel, to Strasbourg coincided with the adoption of an EP report on  the persecution against 

religious minorities, an excellent pretext to meet MEPs and talk about his own experience as minority 

leader under ISIS terror in Iraq. Monseigneur Michaeel recalled the destruction of churches in Mosul and 

Nineveh plain and the loss of an important part of the Christian Chaldean heritage, delivering two 

important messages : the international community shall help rebuild communities and their cultural 

identity and must not to forget the current threats to peace and security in Iraq, in particular corruption 

and the geopolitical interests of Iraq’s neighbours.  

EP urgency resolutions: the arrest of Cardinal Zen in Hong Kong, the situation of indigenous and 

environmental defenders in Brazil, and the situation in Tajikistan’s Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous 

Province 

The EP condemns the arrests of Cardinal Joseph Zen, a major advocate of the city’s pro-democracy 

movement, and of the other four trustees of the 612 Humanitarian Relief Fund in Hong Kong and calls on 

the authorities to drop all charges against them.  Concerning the increasing violence and harassment 

against human rights and environmental defenders, Members condemn the killing of journalist Dom 

Phillips and activist Bruno Pereira. The Brazilian authorities should conduct an exhaustive, impartial and 

independent investigation into these murders. Finally, whereas the GBAO is the poorest region of 

Tajikistan, the EP regrets the loss of life in the region and strongly condemns the Tajik authorities’ violent 

crackdown on protesters, journalists, bloggers, lawyers and activists in May 2022. It urges the Government 

to respect human rights and fundamental freedoms and refrain from excessive use of force against 

protesters in the GBAO. 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0071_EN.html

